The Covert Kingdom
GS readers, it is important to realize that the Neo-Conservative movement in the U.S. and its
sychphant organizations and governments abroad do not represent just "another political
movement," as we may tend to think, nor a passing trend. They represent as serious a Medieval
turn against the advances of the modern world and toward a Dark Age of ignorance and
induced misery as did the Ayatollah Khomeni's fundamentalist Islamic regime in Iran. A worse
aspect of the Christian Reconstructionists is the power of Uncle Saul's military and economy to
push their twisted doctrine into every corner of the world, which is, by the way, part of their
chilling agenda. These people are not a marginal bunch of kooks, but are a growing mainstream
within the Christian Conservative plurality in this country.
1. "Christian Reconstruction is blunt stuff, hard and unforgiving as a gravestone. Capital punishment, central to the
Reconstructionist ideal, calls for the death penalty in a wide range of crimes, including abandonment of the faith,
blasphem y, heresy, witchcraft, astrology, adultery, sodom y, homos exuality, striking a paren t, and ''uncha stity before
marriage'' (but for women only). Biblically correct methods of execution include stoning, the sword, hanging, and
burning. Stoning is preferred, according to Gary North, the self-styled Reconstructionist economist, because stones
are plentiful and cheap. Bib lical Law w ould also elim inate labor un ions, c ivil rights laws, a nd public schools." (T his
m ovem ent claim s 40% of A m erican vote rs. No wonder things are so screwe d up!) They took o ver the G OP in early
'90's.
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Not long ago I pulled m y car up alongside a tiny wooden church in the woods, a sta rk white fram e box m y fam ily built
in 1840. And as always, an honest-to-god chill went through me, for the ancestral ghosts presumably hovering over
the gra ves th ere. F rom the wide open front door the Pente costa l pre acher's m essage echoed from with in the plain
wooden walls: "Thank you Gawd for giving us strawng leaders like President Bush during this crieeesis. Praise you
Lord and guide him in this battle with Satan's Muslim arm ies." If I had chosen to go back down the road a mile or so
to the sprawling new Bible Baptist church -- complete with school facilities, professional sound system and in-house
television produc tion -- I could have he ard approx imately the sam e exhortation. Usua lly offered at the end of a
prayer for sons and daughters of members in the congregation serving in Iraq, it can be heard in any of the
thou san ds u pon thousan ds o f praise tem ples acro ss o ur repub lic.
After a lifetime of identity conflict, I have come to accept that, blood-wise, if not politically or spiritually, these are my
people. And as a leftist it is very clear to me these days why urban liberals not only fail to understand these people,
but do not even know they exist, other than as some general lump of ignorant, intolerant voters called "the religious
right," or the "Christia n R ight," or "neocon C hristia ns." But until progressives com e to understan d what the se people
read, hear, are told and deeply believe, we cannot understand American politics, much less be effective. Given
fundam enta list Christianity's inhe rent c ultural isolation, it is ne arly impos sible fo r m ost enlightened Am ericans to
im agine, in honest hum an term s, w hat fundam entalis t Am ericans believe, let alone understan d why we should all
care.
For liberals to examine the current fundamentalist phenomenon in America is to accept some hard truths. For
starters, we libs are even m ore e m battled than mo st of us choo se to believe. Any significant liberal and progres sive
support is limited to a few urban pockets on each coast and along the upper edge of the Midwestern tier states. Most
of the rest of the nation, the much vaunted heartland, is the dominion of the conservative and charismatic Christian.
Turf-w ise, it's p retty m uch their country, which is to say it presently belongs to George W . Bu sh for som e valid
reasons. Rem ember: He did not have to steal the entire election, just a little piece of it in Florida. Evangelical bornagain Christians of one stripe or another were then, and are now, 40% of the electorate, and they support Bush 3-1.
And as long as their clergy and their worst instincts tell them to, they will keep on voting for him, or someone like
him, regardless of what we view as his arrogant folly and sub-intelligence. Forget about changing their minds. These
Christians do not read the same books we do, they do not get their information from anything remotely resembling
reasonably balanced sources, and in fact, consider even CBS and NBC super-liberal networks of porn and the

Devil's lies. Given how fundamentalists see the modern world, they may as well be living in Iraq or Syria, with whom
the y share approxim ate ly the sam e Bronze Age re ligious tenets . They believe in God, Rum sfeld's H oly W ar and their
absolute duty as God's chosen nation to kick Muslim ass up one side and down the other. In other words, just
bec aus e m illions of C hristian s ap pea r to be dan gero usly nuts does n ot m ean they are m arginal.
Having been born into a Southern Pentecostal/Baptist family of many generations, and living in this fundamentalist
social landscape means that I gaze into the maw of neocon Christianity daily. Hell, sometimes hourly. My brother is a
fundamentalist preacher, as are a couple of my nephews, as were many of my ancestors going back to god-knowswhen. My entire family is born-again; their lives are completely focused inside their own religious comm unity, and on
the tim e wh en J esu s retu rns to earth -- Arm age ddo n an d T he R aptu re.
Only another liberal born into a fundamentalist clan can understand what a strange, sometimes downright hellish
family circumstance it is -- how such a family can love you deeply, yet despise everything you believe in, see you as
a humanist instrument of Satan, and still be right there for you when your back goes out or a divorce shatters your
life. As a socialist and a half-assed lefty activist, obviously I do not find much conversational fat to chew around the
Thanksgiving table. Politically and spiritually, we may be said to be dire enemies. Love and loathing coexist side by
side. There is talk, but no comm unication. In fact, there are times when it all has science fiction overtones...times
whe n it see m s we are s pea king to one an othe r throu gh a n un earth ly veil, where in eac h pa rty kno ws it is spea king to
an alien. There is a sort of high eerie mental whine in the air. This is the sound of mutually incomprehensible worlds
hurtling towa rd de stiny, passing with g reat p sychological friction , obvious to all, yet ack now ledged b y none .
Between such times, I wait rather anxiously and strive for change, for relief from what feels like an increased stifling
of persona l liberty, beauty, art, and self-realization in America. T hey wait in spook y calmnes s for Jesus . They believe
that, until Jesus does arrive, our "satanic human ist state and federal legal system s" should be replaced with pure
"Biblical Law ." This belief is called Ch ristian Re constructio nism . Though it has always been aro und in som e fo rm , it
began expanding rapidly about 1973, with the publication of R. J. Rushdoony's, Institutes of Biblical Law (Vallecito,
CA : Ross H ous e Bo oks, 1982).
Tim e ou t pleas e... In a nod toward fairn ess and toleran ce -- beg ging the ques tion of whe ther lib erals are required to
tolerate the intolerant -- I will say this: Fundamentalists are "good people." In daily life, they are warm-hearted and
generous to a fault. They live with feet on the ground (albeit with eyes cast heavenward) and with genuine love and
concern for their neighbors. After spending 30 years in progressive western cities such as Boulder, Colorado and
Eugen e, O rego n, I would ha ve to s ay that c ons erva tive Christian s ac tually do w hat liberals usua lly only talk abo ut.
They visit the sick and the elderly, give generously of their time and money to help those in need, and put
unimaginable amounts of love and energy into their families, even as Pat Robertson and Rush Limbaugh blare in the
back ground. Their go od works exte nd internatio nally -- were it not for Am erican C hristia ns, the re would be little
health care on the African continent and other similar places. OK, that's the best I can do in showing due respect for
the extre m e Christian Righ t. Now to get back to th e Christian Recon struc tionists...
Christian Reconstruction: Establishing a Savage Eden
Christian Reconstruction is blunt stuff, hard and unforgiving as a gravestone. Capital punishment, central to the
Reconstructionist ideal, calls for the death penalty in a wide range of crimes, including abandonment of the faith,
blasphem y, heresy, witchcraft, astrology, adultery, sodom y, homos exuality, striking a paren t, and ''uncha stity before
marriage'' (but for women only). Biblically correct methods of execution include stoning, the sword, hanging, and
burning. Stoning is preferred, according to Gary North, the self-styled Reconstructionist economist, because stones
are plentiful and cheap. Biblical Law would also eliminate labor unions, civil rights laws, and public schools. Leading
Reconstruction theologian David Chilton declares, "The Christian goal for the world is the u niversal development of
Biblical theocratic republics..." Incidentally, said Republic of Jesus would not only be a legal hell, but an ecological
one as well -- Reconstructionist doctrine calls for the scrapping of environmental protection of all kinds, because
there will be no need for this planet earth once The Rapture occurs. You may not have heard of Rushdoony or
Chilton or North, but taken either separately or together, they have influenced far more contemporary Am erican
m inds than Noam Chom sky, Gore Vidal and Howa rd Zinn co m bined.
A moreover covert movem ent, although slightly more public of late, Christian Reconstructionism has for decades
exerted one hell of an influence through its scores of books, publications and classes taught in colleges and
universities. Over the past 30 years, Reconstructionist doctrine has permeated not only the religious right, but
m ainstream churche s as we ll, via the charism atic move m ent. Its im pact on politics and religion in this na tion have
been massive, with many mainstream churches pushed rightward by pervasive Reconstructionism, without even
knowing it. Clearly the Methodist church down the street from m y house does not understand what it has become.
Other mainstream churches with more progressive leadership, simply flinch and bow to the Reconstructionists at
every turn. They have to, if they want to retain mem bers these days. Further complicating matters is that leading
Reconstruction thinkers, along with their fellow travelers, the Dominionists, are all but invisible to non-fundamentalist

Am erica. (I will spare you the agony of the endless doctrinal hair-splitting that comes with making fundamentalist
distinc tion s of an y sort -- I wo uld not do that to a dog. B ut if you are disposed towa rd self-punishm ent, you can take it
upon yourself to learn the differences between Dom inionism, Pretribulationism, Midtribulationism, and
Posttribulationism, Premillennialism, Millennialism... I recomm end the writings of the British author and scholar
George Monbiot , who has put the entire maddening scheme of it all together -- corporate implications, governmental
and psycho logical meaning -- in a couple of ex cellent books.)
Funda m enta lists such a s m y fam ily have no idea how thoro ugh ly they have bee n orc hes trated by Re con struc tionistdriven C hristia n m edia and other innovatio ns of the past few decades. T hey pro bably would not c are now , even if
they knew. Like m ost of their tribe (dare we say class, in a nation that so vehemently denies it has a class system?)
they want to emb race som e sim ple foundational truth that will rationalize all the conflict and confusion of a
postmodern world. Some handbook that will neatly explain everything, make all their difficult decisions for them. And
am ong these clas sic Am erican citizens, pro ne toward religiou s zea lotry since the G reat A wak ening of the 18 th
Century, wh at rock c ould appear m ore dependable upon which to cling than the infallible Ho ly Bible? From there it
was a short step for Christian Reconstructionist leaders to conclude that such magnificent infallibility should be
enforced upon all other people, in the same spirit as the Catho lic Span ish Conqu istadors or the Arab M uslim M oors
before th em . It's an old, old sto ry, a brutal one m ank ind ca nno t seem to shake.
Christian Reco nstruction strategists mak e clear in their writings that hom escho oling and Christian academ ies have
been and continue to create the Rightist Christian cadres of the future, enabling them to place ever-increasing
num bers of believers in positions of governm ental influence . The training of Christian cadres is far m ore
sophisticated than the average liberal realizes. There now stretches a network of dozens of campuses across the
nation, each with its strange cu ltish atm osphe re of sm iling Christian pod people, m ost of them clones of Jerry
Falwell's Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia. But how many outsiders know the depth and specificity of
Reconstructionist political indoctrination in these schools? For example, Patrick Henry College in Purcellville,
Virginia, a college exclusively for Christian homeschoolers, offers programs in strategic government intelligence,
legal training and foreign policy, all with a strict, Bible-based "Christian worldview." Patrick Henry is so heavily funded
by the Christian right it can offer classes below co st. In the Bus h adm inistration, seven percent of all internships are
handed out to Patrick Henry students, along with many others distributed among similar religious rightist colleges.
The Bush adm inistration also recruits from the faculties of these schools, i.e. the appointments of right-wing
Christian activist Kay Coles James, former dean of the Pat Robertson School of government, as director of the U.S.
office of personnel. W hat better position than the personnel office from which to recruit more fundamen talists?
Scratch an y of these suppos ed acad em ics and you will find a Christian Recons tructionist. I know beca use I have
m ade the m ista ke of in viting a few of these folk s to cock tail parties . One university departm ent head told m e he is
m oving to rura l Miss issipp i where he can better recreate the lifestyle of the antebellum Sou th, and its "Confede rate
Ch ristian va lues." It gets re al strange real qu ick.
Lest the Christian Reconstructionists be underestimated, remem ber that it was Reconstructionist strategists whose
"stealth ideology" m anaged the tak eover of the Re publican Party in the early 19 90s. T hat tak eover no w look s m ild in
light of today's neocon Christian implantations in the White House, the Pentagon and the Supreme C ourt and other
federal entities. As much as liberals screech in protest, few understand the depth and breadth of the Rightist
Christian takeover underway. They catch the scent but never behold the beast itself. Yesterday I heard a liberal
W ashington-based political pundit on NPR say the Radical Christian right's local and regional political action peak
was a past fixture of the Reagan era. I laughed out loud (it was a bitter laugh) and wondered if he had ever driven 20
miles eastward on U.S. Route 50 into the suburbs of Maryland, Virginia or W est Virginia. The fellow on NPR was a
perfect example of the need for liberal pundits to get their heads out of their asses, get outside the city, quit cruising
the Internet and meet some Am ericans who do not mirror their own humanist educations and backgrounds. If they
did, they would grasp the importance The Rapture has taken on in American national and international politics.
Despite the m edia's shallow interpreta tion of T he Ra ptu re's significance, it is a hell of a lot m ore than jus t a couple
hundred million Left Behind books sold. The m ost significant thing about the Left Behind series is that, although they
are classified as "fict ion," most fundamentalist readers I know accept the series as an absolute reality soon coming
to a godless p lanet near you. It helps to u nde rstan d that everything is literal in the Fund am enta list voter u nivers e.
I'll Fly Away, O h Lo rdy (But yo u w on't)
Yes, w hen T he Ra ptu re com es Ch ristian s w ith th e rig ht c redentia ls will fly aw ay. B ut you and I, de ar rea der, will
probably be among those who suffer a thousand-year plague of boils. So stock up on antibiotics, because according
to the "Rapture Index" it is dam ned nea r here. See for yourself at http://www.raptureread y.com . Part gim m ick, part
fanatical obsession, the index is a compilation of such things as floods, interest rates, oil prices, global turmoil... As I
write this the index stands at 144, just one point below critical mass, when people like us will be smitten under a sky
filled with deliriously happy nak ed flying Christians .
Bu t to b low The Ra ptu r e o ff as am using-if-sc ary fan tas y is not being honest on m y part. C heap glibness has always

been my vice, so I must say this: Personally, I've lived with The Rapture as the psychologically imprinted backdrop of
my entire life. In fact, my own father believed in it until the day he died, and the last time I saw him alive we talked
about The Rapture. And when he asked me, "W ill you be saved?" W ill you be there with me on Canaan's shore after
The Rapture?" I was forced to feign belief in it to give a dying man inner solace. But that was the spiritual stuff of
families, and living and dying, religion in its rightful place, the way it is supposed to be, personal and intimate -- not
political. Thus, until the adven t of the Recons tructionist Christian influence , I'd certainly never heard T he Ra pture
spo ken ab out in the co ntex t of a T exa n be ing se lected by God to prep are its way.
Now howeve r, this apoca lyptic belief, yearning really, drives an A m erican Christian polity in th e service of a grave
and unnerving agenda. The pseudo-scriptural has become an apocalyptic game plan for earthly political action: To
wit, the m ess iah ca n on ly return to earth after a n ap oca lypse in Is rael called A rm age ddo n, wh ich the fund am enta lists
are promoting with all their power so that The Rapture can take place. The first requirement was establishment of
the sta te of Israel. D one. T he next is Israel's occ upatio n of the M iddle East as a re turn of its "Bib lical lands," which in
the Reconstructionist scheme of things, means more wars. These Christian conservatives believe peace cannot
ever lead to The Rapture, and indeed impedes the 1,000 year Reign of Christ. So anyone promoting peace is an
enemy, a tool of Satan, hence the fundamentalist support for any and all wars Middle Eastern, in which their own
kids die a death often viewed by Christian parents as a holy martyrdom of its own kind. "He (or she) died protecting
this co untry's C hristian values." O n e hears it over and o ver fro m pare nts of thos e killed.
The final scenario of the Rapture has the "saved" Christians settling onto a cloud after the long float upward, from
whence they watch a Rambo Jesus wipe out the remnants of the human race. Then in a mop-up operation by God,
the Jews are also annihilated, excepting a few who convert to Christianity. The Messiah returns to earth. End of
sto ry. Incidentally, th e M uslim version, I wa s surprised to learn rec ently, is a lm ost ex actly the sam e, but w ith M uslim s
doing the cloud -sitting.
If we are lucky as a nation, this period in American history will be remem bered as just another very dark time we
managed to get through. Otherwise, one shudders to think of the logical outcome. No wonder the left is depressed.
Me anw hile, our bes t thinkers on the left as k us to cons ider our pe rpetu al U.S . imperial war as a fa scist,
military/corporate war, and indeed it is that too. But tens of millions of hardworking, earnest Amer ican Christians see
it as far m ore th an that. They see a war aga inst all that is un-B iblical, the goal of which is co m plete w orld conq ues t,
or put in C hristia n term inology, "do m inion." They will have no less than the "inevitab le victo ry G od has prom ised his
new chosen people," ac cording to th e R econ m asters of the covert kingdom . Sc rew th e Jew s, th ey blew their
chance. If perpetua l war is w hat it will ta ke , the n let it be perpetu al. A fter all, perpetu al war is exactly w hat the Bible
promised. Like it or not, this is the reality (or prevailing unreality) with which we are faced. The 2004 elections,
regardless of outcome, will not change that. Nor will it necessarily bring ever-tolerant liberals to openly acknowledge
what is truly happen ing in this country, the thing that has bee n building for a long, long time -- a holy war, a covert
Christian jihad for control of America and the entire world. Millions of Americans are under the spell of an
extra ordinarily dang erou s m ass psyc hos is.
Pardon m e, but religious toleran ce b e da m ned . Som ebo dy had to say it.
Joe B agean t is a senior editor at the Primedia History Group and writes from W inchester, Virginia. He may be
con tacted at: ba gea ntjb@ nets cap e.ne t .
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